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THE BATTING INDEX - A MEASURE OF A HITTER'S GREATNESS 
By Jack P. White 

The problem or how to measure a hitter's ability 
is a tough ona. Wa're all used to studying the long 
lists of batting statistics published at the end of each 
season, comparing and balancing the different categories, 
trying to get an idea of a player’s overall success. 

What if there were ona figure that would show at a glance 
how good a hitter was over a season or a career -- sort 
of a summing up of his batting prowess. 

For a long time I pondered this problem and 
finally came up with what I consider an acceptable solution. 


it 
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With the help of the Macmillan Company's "The Baseball 
Encyclopedia" and a small electronic calculator I worked 
out a formula to arrive at what I call the "batting 
index," a single percentage that tells how good a hitter 
really is! 

Since a batter's chief function and value to his 
team is in driving in and scoring runs, X add together 
a player's lifetime base hits, runs scored and RBIs. 

I multiply that total by his lifetime batting average, 
thereby compressing four important categories into one 
figure. Because any measure of a hitter's value should 
reflect his ability to hit for extra bases, I multiply 
that figure by the player's lifetime slugging average. 

To reduce it all to a times-at-bat basis, I divide this 
last total by the player's lifetime at bats. The red 
percentage thus displayed in the little plastic window 
of my calculator is what X call the "batting index" 

(or b.i. for short). Xt is a three-digit percentage, 
always considerably lower than the ballplayer's batting 
average. 
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The b.i,, then, is an indicator in percentage form 
of the batter's ability to do what he's getting paid 
for each time he steps to the plate: score and drive in 
runs. It's beauty is that, just like the batting 
average, the b.i. can be computed after every time at bat, 
after every game, at season's end or at the end of a career, 
and because it's based on the player’s actual times at 
bat it's always a consistent and accurate statistical 
tool. 

Take 3abe Ruth, for example. Adding together his 
lifetime hits,, runs and R3Is gives a total of 7263. 

Multiply that by his lifetime batting average of .342 
and multiply again by the Babe's lifetime slugging average 
of .690. Then divide by his lifetime at bats (8399) and 
the result is a lifetime "batting index" of .204, which 
happens to be the highest b.i. of any player ever. 

In fact, Ruth is the only player to achieve a b.i. of 
over .2001 

Taking the Babe’s greatest single year at bat, his 
1921 performance with the N.Y. Yankees, and applying 
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the b.i. formula to his 204 hits, 177 runs scored, 

170 RSIs, .378 batting average, .846 slugging average 
and 540 at bats, we arrive at a fantastic .326 ''batting 
index!" 

The b.i. ratings that accompany this article were 
compiled from the career totals, as they appear in "The 
Baseball Encyclopedia," of every ballplayer who played 
at least ten years in the majors and is no longer active. 
To keep the "modern" list from growing too long, a cut¬ 
off percentage of .070 was used. All percentages were 
rounded to the nearest thousandth. Thus Bill Terry 
(.1173) appears ahead of Earl Averill (.1175), although 
they both show a .118 average in the ratings. For 
interest and variety I compiled position-by-position 
and all-star lists. 

Why the division into "ancient," "oldtime" and 
"modern" players? X wanted my approach to be as fair as 
possible in comparing ballplayers. To me the continuum 
of baseball experience logically divides itself into 
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three eras. Before 1393 changes in the rules governing 
strikeouts, bases on balls, size of the pitcher's box 
(yes, it was a box in those days), the manner in which 
the ball could be delivered by the pitcher (at one time 
the pitcher skipped forward and let go the ball underhand) 
and, most importantly, the pitching distance (in 1893 
it was lengthened from 50 feet to 60 feet 6 inches and 
was marked for the first time by a rubber slab) made 
hitting such a variable business that I decided to call 
players who played the majority of their careers before 
1393 "ancients." 

1921 is generally accepted as the beginning of the 
"live ball" era. It marked the elimination (with certain 
exceptions) of the spitball pitcher and began (under Babe 
Ruth's leadership) the ascendancy both in numbers and 
importance of the home run. Therefore, any player 
the majority of whose active years fell between 1893 and 
1920 I call an "oldtimer." 

The "modern" player, than, is anyone who played 
the majority of his career after 1920. 
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The point is that each era generated its own 
type of playing conditions. Separating the players into 
three distinct eras allows for a fairer comparison of 
their respective batting indexes. 

Look at the all-time ratings for a moment. A 
quick glance indicates that a b.i. of .100 or better 
is outstanding. Granted, there are many HaLl-of-Famers 
below the ,100 mark, but obviously those players 
achieving a .100 or higher b.i. are among baseball's 
elite. Only four "ancients" and nine "oldtimers" topped 
that mark. The number of "moderns" who reached .100 or 
better (37) lends weight to the argument that the 
"live ball," smaller ball parks, lighter bats, bigger 
players and a dozen other subtle reasons all contrib¬ 
uted during the "golden age of baseball" (1921 to the 
mid ’50s) to more extra base hits. 

Dan Brouchars, who tops the "ancient" ratings 
with a .129 b.i. is well known to basebalL buffs. His 
.342 lifetime batting average and .519 slugging average 
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in the "dead ball" era are truly remarkable. But taka a 
look at the second name on the list. "Big Sara" Thompson, 
one of the forgotten men of baseball. No HalL-of-Famer 
heI And yet how well he deserves the honor. He batted 
.372 for Detroit in 1887. Playing for Philadelphia, 
he had successive batting averages of .370, .407 and 
.392 from 1893 through 1895. "Big Sam" (6 feet 2 inches, 
207 pounds) batted in 166 runs in 1887 and 165 in 13951 
Ha compiled career figures of 129 home runs (compared 
to 106 for Brouthers and 96 for Anson), a .331 batting 
average and a .506 slugging average! Yet year after year 
his name is ignored in the voting for the Ha LI of Fame. 

Turning to the "oIdtimers," ail the legendary names 
are hare, with the immortaL Ty Cobb's .138 b.i. leading 
the list. Surprisingly "Turkey Mike" Donlin is eighth 
with a .101 mark. And who would have imagined that the 
"Oldtiraers 1 " all-star third baseman would be that cur¬ 
mudgeon of later Giant fame, John McGraw. Few remember 
his outstanding play with the old Baltimore Orioles. 

His .098 b.i. places him above other luminaries of his 





White - 8 


time such as Eddie Collins, "Wee Willie" Keeler and 
Sam Crawford. 

No other measure of a hitter's ability demonstrates 
more clearly his superiority over his peers than does 
Babe Ruth's .204 b.i., a whopping twenty-six points higher 
than Ted Williams on the "modern" list! Ruth just scored 
and batted in too many runs and hit for too high an 
average to aver be headed. And oh, those terrific 
slugging averages! The Babe's lifetime slugging 
average was .690! 

But finishing second to Babe Ruth in any category 
is no disgrace and Ted Williams' .178 b.?l. is an indi¬ 
cation of his greatness as a hitter, joe DiMaggio is 
seventh on the list at .142. Does that settle the old 
argument as to who was the greater hitter? To die hard 
DiMaggio fans, probably not. 

The batting indexes convincingly demonstrate what 
devastating hitters the players of the recent past were, 
a fact largely forgotten by or unknown to today's younger 
fans. If the b.i. is a measure of a hitter's power and 
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consistency, then the tnree greatest hitters of 
recent years don't come close to matching the older greats 
of the "modem" era. Willie Hays has finally retired and 
ends up with a b.i. of .112, putting him twenty-first in 
the "modern" ratings. Mickey Mantle is eighteenth with 
a b.i. of .115. Hank Aaron will push both of them down 
a notch when he retires, but even his record home run 
total, whatever it may finally be, won't carry with it 
a b.i. higher than .120. 

By comparison we have Lou Gehrig at .177, Rogers 
Hornsby leading all right-handed batters with .154 
(actually .1539 to .1537 for Foxx), Haak Greenberg at 
.144, Al Simmons at .123 and the great Stan Musial at 
.127! It would appear that, at least for the time 
being, present-day players don’t hit with the power and 
consistency of the stars of the '20s, '30s, '40s and 
early '50s. » 

Another eyebrow raiser on the modern list is the 
name of Al Rosen as the all-star third baseman. His 
b.i. of .0902 just edges out Pie Traynor's .0397. 
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Remember, the batting index measures batting effect¬ 
iveness, not player longevity. 

There are other surprises in the ’'modern" top 
twenty. Lefty O'Doul made his eleven years count for 
a .131 b.i. Consecutive batting averages of .398, .383 
.336 and .368 from 1929 through 1931 didn't hurt any. 

We all remember that Harry Heilmann hit for the 
average, but perhaps we've forgotten his extra-base 
hitting and runs-batted-in ability that account for his 
.125 b.i. 

Bracketing the name of Hack Wilson, whose career 
biased briefly across baseball's horizon like a bright 
comet, appear the names of Johnny Mize, in twelfth plac 
with a .122 b.i., and Chuck Klein, in fourteenth place 
with a .119 mark. Two genuine slugging greats whose 
talents have been largely forgotten. Mize hit 359 
home runs (51 in 1947) in his fifteen-year career and 
ended up with a .312 batting average and a .562 sluggin 
average! 
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la seventeen years Klein topped the 200 hit mark 
five times and ended up with 300 home runs, a batting 
average of .320 and a .543 slugging average! In his glory 
year of 1930 ha batted .336 on 250 hits, 40 home runs, 

153 runs scored and 170 R3Is! 

Another vicious line-drive hitter whose name is 
fading fast from memory is Earl Averill. Ha compiled 
a .118-b.i. in thirteen seasons. Eight times he hit 
ten or more triples, nine years he scored over 100 runs 
and he batted in over 100 runs five times. His greatest 
year was 1936, when ha batted .373 for the Cleveland 
Indians. Do we have hitters like that today? 

O'Doul, Mize, Klein, Averill. Don't they merit 
inclusion in baseball's Hall of Fame? Their respective 
batting indexes would seem to indicate that they do. 

Granted, percentages alone do not a great player 
make. But there should be some statistical standards, 
which, if achieved, wouLd guarantee a player's immortality 
in the Hall of Fame. Surely the batting index could be 
one of those standards -- and an important one. There's 
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Little doubt that Mays and Aaron will be voted into the 
"HaiL" when the time comes. Why not players who have 
compiled higher batting indexes? A b.i. of .105 or higher, 
along with other criteria, could serve as prima-facia 
evidence of a player's entitlement to Hall of Fame election. 
Such statistical standards would serve to overcome the 
vagaries of whim, sentiment and fancy that occasionally 
creep into the voting. 

But enough preaching. The ratings are of interest 
in and of themselves. Look them over. Enjoy the memories 
that the names conjure up. Compare your favorite players. 
Then see if you don't agree with me that the batting 
index is an accurate and comprehensive statistic with 
which to measure a hitter's greatness! 
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BATTING INDEX RATINGS - Ancient players (Played majority of 

before 1893.) 


1. 

Dan Brouthers, lb 

.129 

2. 

Sam Thompson, of 

.127 

3. 

Cap Anson, lb 

.104 

4. 

Roger Connor, of 

.102 

5. 

Mike Tiaman, of 

.098 

6. 

Pete Browning, of 

.097 

7. 

Bug Holliday, of 

.095 

S. 

Denny Lyons, 3b 

.091 

9. 

King Kelly, of 

.090 

10. 

Buck Ewing, c 

.090 

11. 

Henry Larkin, lb 

.082 

12. 

Harry Stovey, of 

.082 

13. 

Jim O'Rourke, of 

.081 

14. 

George Gore, of 

.080 

15. 

Hardy Richardson, 2b 

.080 

16. 

Mika Griffin, of 

.077 

17. 

Paul Hines, of 

.071 

18. 

Jack Clements, c 

.071 

19. 

Long John Reilly, lb 

.070 

20. 

Tommy McCarthy, of 

.089 

21. 

Fred Dunlap, 2b 

.066 

22. 

Billy Nash, 3b 

.065 

23. 

Bob Caruthars, of 

.065 

24. 

Tommy Tucker, lb 

.054 

25. 

Jack Glasscock, ss 

.061 

26. 

Bid McPhee, 2b 

.057 

27. 

Fred Pfaffer, 2b 

.057 

28. 

Tom Brown, of 

.052 

29. 

Monte Ward, ss 

.051 

30. 

Tom Burns, 3b 

.051 

31. 

Arlie Latham, 3b 

.050 

ANCIENT ALLSTAR TEAM: 


Catch; 

er - Buck Ewing 

.090 

First 

Base - Dan Brouthers 

.129 

Second Base - Hardy Richardson 

.080 

Third 

Base - Denny Lyons 

.091 

Short 

stop - Jack Glasscock 

.061 

Outfield - Sam Thompson 

.127 


Roger Connor 

.102 


Mike Tiernan 

.093 


- 13 

career 
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BATTING INDEX RATINGS - Ancient players 


Catcher 


1 . 

Buck Ewing 

.090 

2. 

Jack Clements 

.071 

First 

Base 


1 . 

Dan 3rout;hers 

.129 

2. 

Cap Anson 

.104 

3. 

Henry Larkin 

.082 

4* 

Long John Reilly 

.070 

5. 

Tommy Tucker 

.064 

Second Base 


1 . 

Hardy Richardson 

.030 

2. 

Fred Dunlap 

.066 

3. 

Bid McPhee 

.057 

4. 

Fred pfeffar 

.052 

Third 

Base 


1 . 

Denny Lyons 

.091 

2. 

BilLy Nash 

.065 

3. 

Tom Burns 

.051 

4. 

Arlie Latham 

.050 

Shortstop 


1 . 

Jack Glasscock 

.061 

2. 

Monte Ward 

.051 

Outfield 



1 . 

Sam Thompson 

.127 

2. 

Roger Connor 

.102 

3. 

Mike Tiernan 

.098 

4. 

Pate Browning 

.097 

5. 

Bug Holliday 

.095 

6 . 

King Kelly 

.090 

7. 

Harry Stovay 

.082 

8. 

Jim O'Rourke 

.081 

9. 

George Gore 

.080 

10. 

Mika Griffin 

.077 


By position: 


Outfield (cont'd.) 


11. 

Paul Hines 

.071 

12. 

Tommy McCarthy 

.069 

13. 

Bob Caruthers 

.065 

14. 

Tom Brown 

.052 
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BATTING INDEX RATINGS - Oldtime players (Played majority 

of career between 1893 and 1920.) 


1 . 

Ty Cobb, of 

.138 

38. 

Elmer Smith, of 

.071 

2. 

Ed Delahanty, of 

.132 

39. 

Heinie Zimmerman, 3b 

.071 

l 3. 

Joe Jackson, of 

.127 

40. 

Steve Brodie, of 

.071 

4. 

Tris Speaker, of 

.117 

41. 

Jack Doyle, lb 

.071 

5. 

Billy Hamilton, of 

.109 

42, 

Cy Seymour, of 

.070 

6 . 

Hugh Duffy, of 

.106 

43. 

John Anderson, of 

.068 

7. 

Nap Lajoia, 2b 

.104 

44. 

Larry Doyle, 2b 

.066 

8. 

Mika Donlin, of 

.101 

45. 

Jake Daubert, lb 

.066 

9. 

Honus Wagner, ss 

.101 

46. 

Del Pratt, 2b 

.066 

10. 

Joe Kelley, of 

.099 

47. 

Abner Dalrymple, of 

.065 

11. 

Jesse Burkett, of 

.099 

48. 

Lave Cross, 3b 

.065 

12. 

John McGraw, 3b 

.098 

49. 

Stuffy Mclnnis, lb 

.065 

13. 

Jack Fournier, lb 

.096 

50. 

Tom Daly, 2b 

.065 

14, 

Eddie Collins, 2b 

.092 

51. 

Harry Davis, lb 

.065 

15. 

Willie Keeler, of 

.090 

52. 

Dummy Hoy, of 

.063 

16. 

Jiramy Ryan, of 

.087 

53. 

Hal Chase, lb 

.063 

17. 

Hughie Jennings, ss 

.037 

54. 

Larry Gardner, 3b 

.062 

18. 

Elmer Smith, of 

.086 

55. 

Duff Cooley, of 

.062 

19. 

Sara Crawford, of 

. 036 

56. 

Patsy Donovan, of 

.061 

20. 

Jake Beckley, lb 

.086 

57. 

Duke Farrell, c 

.061 

21, 

Bobby Veach, of 

.086 

53. 

Ed Konetchy, lb 

.061 

22. 

Elmer Flick, of 

.086 

59. 

Bill Dahlen, ss 

.061 

23. 

George Van Haltren, 


60. 

Heinie Groh, 3b 

.060 


of 

.085 

61. 

Duffy Lewis, of 

.060 

24. 

Zack Wheat, of 

.085 

62. 

George Burns, of 

.059 

25. 

Gawy Cravath, of 

.084 

63. 

Max Carey, of 

.059 

26. 

Frank Baker, 3b 

.034 

64. 

Harry Hooper, of 

.058 

27. 

Fred Clarke, of 

.083 

65. 

Roger Bresnahan, c 

.058 

28. 

Ed McKean, ss 

.080 

66. 

Jimmy Sheckard, of 

.057 

29. 

Chick Stahl, of 

.076 

67. 

Jimmy Barrett, of 

.057 

30. 

Cupid Childs, 2b 

.076 

68. 

Bobby Lowe, 2b 

.056 

31. 

Mike Grady, c 

.076 

69. 

Tommy Leach, of 

.054 

32. 

Sherry Magee, of 

.074 

70. 

Bill Bradley, 3b 

.051 

33. 

Piano Lags Hickman, 


71. 

Clyde Milan, of 

.051 


lb 

.074 

72. 

Bobby Wallace, ss 

.050 

34. 

George Davis, ss 

.074 

73. 

Jack O'Connor, c 

.046 

35. 

Frank Chance, lb 

.072 

74. 

Johnny Evers, 2b 

.046 

36. 

Ginger Beaumont, of 

.072 

75. 

Bob Beschar, of 

.045 

37. 

Jimmy Collins, 3b 

.072 

76. 

Tommy Corcoran, ss 

.045 
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BATTING INDEX RATINGS 

77. Shad Barry, of 

78. Kid Glaason, 2b 

79. Jimmy Archer, c 

80. Donie Bush, ss 
8L. Jack Barry, ss 
82. Jimmy Austin, 3b 


- Oldtime players (Cont'd.) 

.043 

.042 

.038 

.037 

.035 

.034 


OLDTIME PLAYERS' ALL STAR TEAM: 


Catcher - Mike Grady .076 
1st Base - Jack Fournier .096 
2d Base - Nap Lajoie .104 
3d Base - John McGraw .098 
Shortstop - Honus Wagner .101 
OF - Ty Cobb .138 
OF - Ed Delahanty .132 
OF - Joe Jackson ,127 
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BATTING INDEX RATINGS - Oldtime players - By position: 


Catcher: 


Shortstop 


1. 

Mike Grady 

.076 

l.tr 

Bonus Wagner 

.101 

2. 

Duka Farrell 

.061 

2. 

Hughie Jennings 

.087 

3. 

Roger Brasnahan 

.058 

3. 

Ed McKean 

.080 

4. 

Jack O'Connor 

.046 

4. 

George Davis 

.074 

5. 

Jimmy Archer 

.038 

5. 

Bill Dahlan 

.061 




6. 

Bobby Wallace 

.050 

First 

Base 


7. 

Tommy Corcoran 

.045 




8. 

Donie Bush 

.037 

1. 

Jack Fourniar 

.096 

9. 

Jack Barry 

.035 

2. 

Jake Becklay 

.086 




3. 

Piano Legs Hickman 

.074 

Outfield 


4. 

Frank Chance 

.072 




5, 

Jack Doyle 

.071 

1. 

Ty Cobb 

.133 

6. 

Jake Daubert 

.066 

2. 

Ed Dalahanty 

.132 

7. 

Stuffy Mclnnis 

.065 

3. 

Joe Jackson 

.127 

8. 

Harry Davis 

.065 

4. 

Trls Speaker 

.117 

9. 

Hal Chaseuy 

.063 

5. 

Billy Hamilton 

.109 

10- 

Ed Konetchy 

.061 

6. 

Hugh Duffy 

.106 

Second Base 


7. 

Mike Donlin 

.101 




8. 

Joe Kelley 

.099 

1. 

Nap Laj ole 

.104 

9. 

Jesse Burkett 

.099 

2. 

Eddie ColIin3 

.092 

10. 

Willie Keeler 

.090 

3. 

Cupid Childs 

.076 

11. 

Jimmy Ryan 

.087 

4. 

Larry Doyle 

.066 

12. 

Elmer Smith (NL) 

.036 

5 . 

Del Pratt 

.066 

13. 

Sam Crawford 

.036 

6. 

Tom Daly 

.065 

14. 

Bobby Veach 

.086 

7. 

Bobby Lowe 

.056 

15. 

Elmer Flick 

.086 

3. 

Johnny Evers 

. 046 

16. 

George Van Haltren 

.085 

9. 

Kid Gleason 

.042 

17. 

Zack Wheat 

.085 




13. 

Gawy Cravath 

.084 

Third 

Base 


19. 

Fred Clarke 

.033 




20. 

Chick Stahl 

.076 

1. 

John McGraw 

.093 

21. 

Sherry Magee 

.074 

2. 

Frank Baker 

.084 

22. 

Ginger Beaumont 

.072 

3. 

Jimmy Collins 

.072 

23. 

Elmer Smith (AL) 

.071 

4. 

Heinie Zimmerman 

.071 

24. 

Steve Brodie 

.071 

5. 

Lave Cross 

.065 

25. 

Cy Seymour 

.070 

6. 

Larry Gardner 

.062 

26. 

John Anderson 

.068 

7. 

Heinie Groh 

.060 

27. 

Abner Dalrymple 

.065 

8. 

Bill Bradley 

.051 

28. 

Dummy Hoy 

.063 

9. 

Jimmy Austin 

.034 

29. 

Duff Cooley 

.062 




30. 

Patsy Donovan 

.061 
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BATTING INDEX RATINGS - Oldtime players - By position (cont'd.) 


Outfield (coat’d.) 


31. 

Duffy Lewis 

.060 

32. 

George Burns 

.059 

33. 

Max Carey 

.059 

34. 

Harry Hooper 

.058 

35. 

Jimmy Sheckard 

.057 

36. 

Jimmy Barrett 

.057 

37. 

Tommy Leach 

.054 

38. 

Clyde Milan 

.051 

39. 

Bob Bescher 

.045 

40. 

Shad Barry 

.043 
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BATTING INDEX RATINGS - Modern players (Played majority of 

career after 1920.) 


1 . 

Babe Ruth, of 

.204 

38. 

Bill Dickey, c 

.099 

2. 

Ted Williams, of 

.178 

39. 

Bob Johnson, of 

.099 

3. 

Lou Gehrig, lb 

.177 

40. 

Kiki Cuyler, of 

.099 

4. 

Rogers Hornsby, 2b 

.154 

41. 

Wally Berger, of 

.099 

5. 

Jimmie Foxx, lb 

.154 

42. 

Bob Fothergill, of 

.096 

6 . 

Hank Greenberg, lb 

.144 

43. 

Earle Combs, of 

.096 

7. 

Joe DiMaggio, of 

.142 

44. 

Joe Harris, lb 

.096 

8. 

Lefty 0‘Doul, of 

.131 

45. 

Jeff Heath, of 

.094 

9. 

Al Simmons, of 

.128 

46. 

Joe Cronin, ss 

.092 

10. 

Stan Musial, of 

.127 

47. 

John Stone, of 

.092 

11. 

Harry Heilmann, of 

.125 

48. 

Arky Vaughan, ss 

.091 

12. 

Johnny Mize, lb 

.122 

49. 

Ted Kluszewski, lb 

.091 

13. 

Hack Wilson, of 

.120 

50. 

Roberto Clemente, of 

.091 

14. 

Chuck Klein, of 

.119 

51. 

Al Rosen, 3b 

.090 

15. 

Bill Terry, lb 

.118 

52. 

Tommy Henrich, of 

.090 

16. 

Earl Avarill, of 

.118 

53. 

Bing Miller, of 

.090 

17. 

Ken Williams, of 

.116 

54. 

Pie Traynor, 3b 

.090 

13. 

Mickey Mantle, of 

.115 

55. 

Larry Doby, of 

.089 

19. 

Babe Herman, of 

.114 

56. 

Gabby Hartnett, c 

.089 

20. 

Mel Ott, of 

.113 

57. 

Irish Meusel, of 

.089 

21. 

Willie Mays, of 

.112 

58. 

Ross Youngs, of 

.089 

22. 

Chick Hafey, of 

.111 

59. 

Ray Blades, of 

.088 

23. 

Joe Medwick, of 

.108 

60. 

Bibb Falk, of 

.088 

24. 

Goose Goslin, of 

.106 

61. 

George Grantham, 2b 

.087 

25. 

Riggs Stephenson, of 

:. 106 

62. . 

Edd Roush, of 

.087 

26. 

Charlie Gehringer, 


63. 

Tony Lazzeri, 2b 

.087 


2b 

.105 

64. 

Roy Campanella, c 

.087 

27. 

Duke Snider, of 

.105 

65. 

Yogi Barra, c 

.086 

28. 

Mickey Cochrane, c 

.104 

66. 

Minnie Minoso, of 

.086 

29. 

Hal Trosky, lb 

.104 

67. 

Dolf Camilli, lb 

.086 

30. 

Heinia Manus'n, of 

.103 

68. 

Babe Phelps, c 

.086 

31. 

Jim Bottom ley, lb 

.102 

69. 

Eddie Mathews, 3b 

.085 

32. 

George Sislar, lb 

.101 

70. 

Fred Lindstrom, 3b 

.085 

33. 

Paul Waner, of 

.101 

71. 

Baby Doll Jacobsen, 


34. 

Ralph Xiner, of 

.101 


of 

.085 

35. 

Bob Mausel, of 

.101 

72. 

Frankie Frisch, 2b 

.085 

36. 

Charlie Keller, of 

.100 

73. 

Enos Slaughter, of 

.084 

37. 

Jackie Robinson, 2b 

.100 

74. 

Carl Reynolds, of 

.084 
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75. 

George Harper, of 

.084 

113. Frank McCormick, lb 

.077 

76. 

Ben Chapman, of 

.084 

114. Walker Cooper, c 

.077 

77. 

Lew Fonseca, lb 

.083 

115. Wally Pipp, lb 

.076 

73. 

Johnny Moore, of 

.083 

.116. Gus Zernial, of 

.076 

79. 

Joe Vosmik, of 

.083 

117. Roy Johnson, of 

.076 

80. 

Carl Furillo, of 

.083 

118. Cecil Travis, ss 

.076 

81. 

Sam Rice, of 

.083 

119. Roy Sievers, lb 

.075 

82. 

Hank.'Lsiber ,• of 

.082 

120. Bill White, lb 

.075 

83. 

Rudy York, lb 

.082 

121. Sara Leslie, lb 

.075 

84. 

Bobby Doerr, 2b 

.082 

122. Johnny Mostil, of 

.075 

85. 

Dixie Walker, of 

.082 

123. Joe Gordon, 2b 

.075 

86. 

Harvey Hendrick, lb 

.082 

124. Sammy West, of 

.075 

87. 

Bob Nieman, of 

.082 

125. Pinky Higgins, 3b 

.074 

83. 

Vern Stephens, ss 

.082 

126. Wally Moon, of 

.074 

89. 

Bubbles Hargrave, c 

.082 

127. Sammy Hale, 3b 

.074 

90. 

Ernie Lombardi, c 

.081 

128. Dom DiMaggio, of 

.074 

91. 

Gil Hodges, lb 

.081 

129. Wes Covington, of 

.074 

92. 

Cy Williams, of 

.081 

130. Gee Walker, of 

.074 

93. 

George Kelly, lb 

.081 

131. Andy Pafko, of 

.074 

94. 

Pace Reiser, of 

.081 

132. Bill Nicholson, of 

.073 

95. 

Freddy Leach, of 

.081 

133. Marty McManus, 2b 

.073 

96. 

Bruce Campbell, of 

.081 

134. Barney McCosky, of 

.073 

97. 

Ernie Banks, ss 

.080 

135. Earl Smith, c 

.073 

98. 

Del Ennis, of 

.080 

136. Spud Davis, c 

.073 

99. 

Glenn Wright, ss 

.080 

137. Travis Jackson, ss 

.073 

100. 

Pepper Martin, of 

.080 

138. Wally Westlake, of 

.073 

101. 

Vic Wertz, of 

.030 

139. Bill Skowron, lb 

.073 

102. 

Curt Walker, of 

.079 

140. Tommy Holmes, of 

.073 

103. 

Joe Sewell, ss 

.079 

141. Roger Maris, of 

.073 

104. 

Hank Sauer, of 

.079 

142. Smoky Burgess, c 

.073 

105. 

Ken Boyer, 3b 

.079 

143. Jerry Lynch, of 

.073 

106. 

Jackie Jensen, of 

.078 

144. Buddy Myer, 2b 

.073 

107. 

Sid Gordon, of 

.078 

145. Joe Judge, lb 

.072 

108. 

George Burns, lb 

.077 

146. Luke Appling, ss 

.072 

109. 

Bob Carv, of 

.077 

147. Frank Demaree, of 

.072 

110. 

Rocky Colavito, of 

.077 

148. George Kell, 3b 

.072 

111. 

Bob Elliott, 3b 

.077 

149. Bobby Thomson, of 

.072 

112. 

Joe Adcock, lb 

.077 

150. Augie Galan, of 

.072 
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151. Dale Mitchell, of .072 

152. Feta Fox, of .072 

153- Jack Tobin, of .072 

154. Buddy Lewis, 3b .071 

155. Ivai Goodman, of .071 

155. Billy Southvorth, 

of .071 

157. Pat Mullin, of .071 

158. Gene Woodling, of .071 


159. Roy Cullenbine, of .071 

160. Pinky Whitney, 3b .071 

161. Mickey Vernon, lb .070 

162. Joa Cunningham, lb .070 

163. Phil Cavaretta, lb .070 


164. Gus Bell, of .070 

165. Red Rolfe, 3b .070 

166. Leon Wagner, of .070 

167. Hank Bauer, of .070 

163. Billy Harman, 2b .070 

169. Lou Boudreau, ss .070 


MODERN PLAYERS' ALL STAR TEAM: 


Catcher - Mickey Cochrane .104 
1st Base - Lou Gehrig .177 
2d Base - Rogers Hornsby .154 
3d Base - A1 Rosen .090 
Shortstop - Joa Cronin .092 
OF - Babe Ruth .204 
OF - Ted Williams .178 
OF - Joe DiMaggio .142 








White - 22 


r r 


BATTING INDEX RATINGS- Modern players - By Position: 


Catcher Second Base 


1. 

Mickey Cochrane 

.104 

1 . 

Rogers Hornsby 

.154 

2. 

Bill Dickey 

.099 

2. 

Charlie Gehringer 

.105 

3. 

Gabby Hartnett 

.089 

3. 

Jackie Robinson 

.100 

4. 

Roy Campanella 

.087 

4. 

George Grantham 

.087 

5. 

Yogi Berra 

.086 

5. 

Tony Lazzeri 

.087 

6. 

Babe Phelps 

.086 

6. 

Frankie Frisch 

.085 

7. 

Bubbles Hargrave 

.082 

7. 

Bobby Doerr 

.082 

8. 

Ernie Lombardi 

.081 

8. 

Joe Gordon 

.075 

9. 

Walker Cooper 

.077 

9. 

Marty McManus 

.073 

10. 

Earl Smith. 

.073 

10. 

Buddy Myer 

.073 

11. 

Spud Davis 

.073 

11. 

Billy Herman 

.070 

12. 

Smoky Burgess 

.073 







Third Base 


Firs 

t 3ase 





1 . 

Lou Gehrig 

.177 




2. 

Jimmy Foxx 

.154 




3. 

Kank Greenberg 

.144 

1. 

Al Rosen 

.090 

4. 

Johnny Mize 

.122 

2. 

Pie Traynor 

.090 

5* 

Bill Terry 

.118 

3. 

Eddie Mathews 

.085 

6. 

Hal Trosky 

.104 

4. 

Fred Lindstrom 

.085 

7. 

Jim Bottom lay 

.102 

5. 

Ken Boyer 

.079 

8. 

George Sisler 

.101 

6. 

Bob Elliott 

.077 

9. 

Joe Harris 

.096 

7. 

Pinky Higgins 

.074 

10. 

Ted Kluszewski 

.091 

8. 

Sammy Hale 

.074 

11. 

Dolt Camilli 

.086 

9. 

George Kell 

.072 

12. 

Lew Fonseca 

.083 

10. 

Buddy Lewis 

.071 

13. 

Rudy York 

.082 

11. 

Pinky Whitney 

.071 

14. 

Harvey Hendrick 

.082 

12. 

Red Rolfa 

.070 

15. 

Gil Hodges 

.081 




16. 

George Kelly 

.081 

Shortstop 


17» 

George Burns 

.077 




18. 

Joe Adcock 

.077 

1 . 

Joe Cronin 

.092 

19. 

Frank McCormick 

.077 

2. 

Arky Vaughan 

.091 

20. 

Wally Pipp 

.076 

3. 

Vern Stephens 

.082 

21. 

Roy Sievers 

.075 

4. 

Ernie Banks 

.080 

22. 

Bill White 

.075 

5. 

Glenn Wright 

.080 

23. 

Sam Leslie 

.075 

6. 

Joe Sewell 

.079 

24. 

Bill Skowron 

.073 

7. 

Cecil Travis 

.076 

25. 

Joe Judge 

.072 

8. 

Travis Jackson 

.073 

26. 

Mickey Vernon 

.070 

9. 

Luka Appling 

.072 

27. 

Joe Cunningham 

.070 

10. 

Lou Boudreau 

.070 

28. 

Phil Cavaretta 

.070 













